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object, the nacre, "as a different obj.ect, the silver, is dis-
approved by experience, How can a thing appear in the
form of another thing ? What happens i:n the illusion of
silver is that a piece of nacre is apprehend genericaliy, while
its specific features that distinguish it from a piece of silver,
are not apprehended due to their suppression, and then the
memory image of silver is suggested to the mind by simila-
rity while the character of its bemg a memory image is for-
gotton on account of some weakness. Thus the object of
recollection, viz, the silver, is not distinguished from the
nacre, and consequently the illusion of silver takes, place.
The silver is represented and the nacre is presented, but
they are not discriminated from each otke.r. Hence, the
illusion is nothing but an absence of discrimination fv/ve-
kagraha). This is why'Prarbhakara's theory is called VJve-
kakhyati. The causes"bf the non-discrimination is the
obscurationof memory ' (syutipramoha). The object of
memory belongs tb fife past; it is always referred to as that
in contrast wrth the object of perception which is referred
to as'th1s\ but when it is stripped of 'that-ness' (pramu-
hutatnfka) the memory becomes obscured, the bite and the
other apprehending the substance of the conch without
Apprehending its whiteness. Then, because a substance
and a' quality always stand in mutual expectancy (akanksa),
the two apprehensions cannot remain unrelated, and con-
sequently the manifestation appears as similar to the mani-
festation of a real yellow conch. In the illusion of the
double moon the rays issuing from the two eyes give rise to
two different apprehensions of the moon which is one and
the illusion persists in spite of the fact that the oneness of
the moon is not forgotten. This is not a case of memory-
obscuration. Here, as in the 'yellow conch' illusion, there
is a non-discrimination between the two epprehensions and
not between one apprehension and one memory image as in
the nacre-silver illusion. In all these illusions the non-
discrimination is caused by defects. Defects simply disturb
the normal functioning of a cause; they cannot give rise ta
a different effect. A defective seed of wheat results either
in a deficient growth or in no growth, but it cannot pro-
duce a barely plant. Similarly the defect of the senses